
Voting is the cor-
nerstone of de-
mocracy, so 

beginning at age 18, regis-
tered voters are eligible to 
vote in local and nation-
al elections.  As a result, 
government officials are 
elected, making decisions 
that impact communities 
for years to come.   So, 
in order to ensure Tay-
lor County maintains the 
highest quality experience 
for new voter participa-
tion, Supervisor of Elec-
tions Dana Southerland 
periodically visits Taylor 
County High School to 
speak to students about 
the importance of regis-
tering to vote in a presen-
tation titled “Why Should 
I Register to Vote?” Stu-
dents learn about not only 

the importance of voting, 
but also the importance 
of becoming an informed 
voter.  

“Voting should be taken 
very seriously, and voters 
need to be informed,” 
Southerland explains to 
the class.  “Voters need 
to get to know the candi-
dates and what they stand 
for because their decisions 
shape our community and 
our nation.  Voting is the 
cornerstone of our democ-
racy”, she also adds.

Working closely with 
local educators is an on-
going commitment of the 
Supervisor of Elections.  
Students are introduced 
to the registration and vot-
ing process, including de-
tails regarding precincts, 
primaries, and voting 

equipment.  At the end of 
Supervisor Southerland’s 
presentation, all students 
usually agree that voting 
is more than a right, it is a 
privilege that helps make 
Taylor County and Amer-
ica a better place.

If you have recent-

ly turned 18 and would 
like more information on 
voter registration, please 
contact the Taylor Coun-
ty Supervisor of Elections 
Office at (850) 838-3515 or 
visit us at 108 N Jefferson 
St, # 202, 2nd floor County 
Courthouse.
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Supervisor of Elections Dana Southerland discusses the importance of 
voting with Ms. Sadler’s American Government Class at TCHS

TCHS Students Discuss 
Importance of Voting

Supervisor of 
Elections Performs 
Equipment Testing

As elections are now 
conducted using auto-
mated equipment, Su-
pervisor of Elections 
Dana Southerland and 
her staff regularly per-
form Logic and Accura-
cy Testing of the voting 
equipment.  Prior to re-
ceiving the equipment, 
the voting system must 
be approved by the State 
to be used in any election 
in Florida.  The State will 
first test and then deter-
mine that the hardware 
and software meet the 
standards set out in law.  
The Bureau of Voting 
Systems Certification, a 
component of the Flori-
da Division of Elections, 
oversees this process.  

Modern voting equip-
ment is designed to 
eliminate incorrect and 
delayed election results. 
This provides voters the 
confidence that even the 
tightest races are being 
tabulated with the ut-

most accuracy. “The in-
tegrity of all of our voting 
activities is our top prior-
ity,” Southerland stated.  
“We test and retest the 
equipment at prescribed 
intervals to make sure 
everything is operating 
properly.  Voters may 
visit our office at their 
convenience to familiar-
ize themselves with the 
equipment and voting 
process.  We welcome 
and encourage any and 
all questions they may 
have for us,” she went on 
to say.

Supervisor of Elections Dana 
Southerland (right) tests voting 
equipment, along with her 
Deputy Supervisor of Elections 
Ellie Grubbs (left).

Southerland 
Continues Voter 

Registration Drive

Taylor Supervisor of  
Elections Holds 

Dignitary Reception

As part of the commit-
ment to increase voter 
registration and voter par-
ticipation in Taylor Coun-
ty, Supervisor of Elections 
Dana Southerland makes 
it a practice to attend com-
munity events, such as the 
Fiddlers Crab Festival in 
Steinhatchee.   Setting up 

a visitor’s tent, residents 
may register to vote and 
receive timely informa-
tion regarding the voting 
process and a schedule of 
upcoming elections.

“It is always a pleasure 
for my staff and myself to 
participate in these great 
community events.  Be-
sides registering residents 
to vote, we really enjoy 
just having the opportuni-
ty to meet and help folks 
from around our great 
county in any way we can.  
Our community partner-
ships mean so much to 
us,” Southerland stated.   

Head Start 
Hosts SOE

Originating in 1956, 
the Florida Forest Festi-
val (then called the Pine 
Tree Festival) began as 
an educational resource 
to share the story of 
Florida’s forestry her-
itage, fire safety, and 
the prevalence of the 
timber industry in Tay-
lor County and the sur-
rounding region.  Or-
ganizers further state 
that this event, held at 
Forest Capital Park in 
Perry, still exhibits the 
essence of the festival’s 
original vision during 
its celebration in the 

Tree Capital of the 
South.

Joining this proud 
tradition, the Florida 
Forest Festival Digni-
tary Reception is host-
ed annually by the Tay-
lor County Supervisor 
of Elections Office.  “It 
is an honor to host the 
reception and to be part 
of such an incredible 
tradition.  The visiting 
dignitaries are such a 
wonderful group of 
people who share a 
deep love for our com-
munity,” Southerland 
noted.

“Voter outreach is part 
of our core mission.  We 
try to take advantage 
of every opportunity to 
reach potential and ex-
isting voters in a variety 
of convenient settings, so 
that it is as easy as possi-
ble for them,” said Dana 
Southerland.

Whether attending a 

community event that 
hosts thousands or only 
a few, the Taylor County 
Supervisor of Elections 
and her professional staff 
welcome the opportunity 
to lend a helping hand 
with voter registration 
and provide election ma-
terials.  Realizing that 
access is sometimes a 

challenge, they make ev-
ery effort possible to go 
where they are needed to 
conduct these services.  If 
your organization would 
like to host a visit from 
the Supervisor of Elec-
tions Office, simply call 
(850) 838-3515 for more 
information.

Taylor County Supervisor of 
Elections sets up a tent for guests 
of the 2015 Fiddler Crab Festival 
in Steinhatchee, Florida to register 
to vote

Mary Katherine Fechtel, Miss Florida (right) shares a moment with 
Supervisor of Elections Dana Southerland (left) at the 2015 Florida 
Festival Dignitary Reception.

Pictured left to right; Ellie Grubbs, 
Lillie Greene, Dana Southerland, 
and Janet Thomas graciously assist 
parents during Head Start’s 2015 
Open House, providing voter 
registrations and election materials.
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"Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the 
right to vote except the American people themselves and 
the only way they could do this is by not voting."
-President Franklin D. Roosevelt

"Our lives begin to end the day we 
become silent about things that matter."
-Martin Luther King Jr.

"Those who stay away from the election think that one 
vote will do no good: 'Tis but one step more to think one 
vote will do no harm."
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

"Ballots are the rightful and peaceful 
successors to bullets."
-President Abraham Lincoln

"A man without a vote is a man without 
protection."
-President Lyndon B. Johnson

"Bad politicians are sent to Washington 
by good people who don't vote."
-William E. Simon
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"Suffrage is the pivotal right."
-Susan B. Anthony

"We should all do something to right the 
wrongs that we see and not just complain 
about them."
-Jacqueline Kennedy
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Voter’s Bill of Rights
Each registered voter in this state has the right to:

• Vote and have his or her vote accurately counted.
• Cast a vote if he or she is in line at the official closing of the polls in that 
county.
• Ask for and receive assistance in voting.
• Receive up to two replacement ballots if he or she makes a mistake before 
the ballot has been cast.
• An explanation if his or her registration 
or identity is in question.
• If his or her registration or identity is in 
question, cast a provisional ballot.
• Written instructions to use when voting, 
and, upon request, oral instructions on 
voting from elections officials.
• Vote free from coercion or intimidation 
by election officials or any other person.
• Vote on a voting system that is in 
working condition and that will allow votes to be accurately cast.

Voter Responsibilities
Each registered voter in this state should:

• Familiarize himself or herself with the candidates and issues.
• Provide the office of the supervisor of elections with a current address.
• Know the location of his or her polling place and its hours of operation.
• Bring proper identification to the polling place.
• Familiarize himself or herself with the operation of the voting equipment in 
his or her precinct.
• Treat precinct workers with courtesy.
• Respect the privacy of other voters.
• Report any problems or violations of election laws 
to the supervisor of elections.
• Ask questions, if needed.
• Make sure that his or her completed ballot is 
correct before leaving the polling place.

Dates to Remember
Qualifying Dates 
• U.S. Senator, U.S. Representative, Judicial, State Attorney and Public 
Defender: Noon, May 2, 2016 - Noon, May 6, 2016 
• State Senator, State Representative, County and Special Districts: Noon, June 
20, 2016 – Noon, June 24, 2016 

Book Closing Dates 
• Presidential Preference Primary: February 16, 2016 
• Primary Election: August 1, 2016
• General Election: October 11, 2016

Absentee Ballot ‘Send’ Deadline 
 For absent stateside and overseas uniformed and civilian voters (“UOCAVA 
voters”) (45 day deadline before election): 
• Presidential Preference Primary: January 30, 2016 
• Primary Election: July 16, 2016 
• General Election: September 24, 2016 
 For domestic voters (7-day mailing window): 
• Presidential Preference Primary: February 9 - February 16, 2016 
• Primary Election: July 26 - August 2, 2016 
• General Election: October 4 - October 11, 2016 

Early Voting Dates 
• Presidential Preference Primary: February 29, 
2016 – March 12, 2016 
• Primary Election: August 15, 2016 – August 
27, 2016 
• General Election: October 24, 2016 – 
November 5, 2016 

Election Dates! 
• Presidential Preference Primary: March 15, 2016 
• Primary Election: August 30, 2016 
• General Election: November 8, 2016

Ask Yourself
• Do I need to change my political party?
• Am I registered to vote?
• Has my address changed?
• Have I moved to another state/country?
• Has my name changed?
• Does my signature need updating?
• Would I like to vote through an absentee mail 
ballot?

 If you answered yes to any of these questions, contact your 
Supervisor of Elections office by calling 850-838-3515 or visiting 
www.taylorelections.com. Let us help ensure you are “election 
ready”.

What to Expect 
on the 2016 Ballot

Federal Offices
• President / Vice-President 
• United States Senator 
• United States Representative – District 2 

State Offices
• State Senator – District 3 
• State Representative – District 7 

Judicial
• Third Judicial Circuit Judge – Group 1 

Third Judicial Circuit
• State Attorney 
• Public Defender 

County Offices 
• Sheriff 
• Clerk of the Court 
• Tax Collector 
• Property Appraiser 
• Supervisor of Elections 
• Superintendent of Schools 
• County Commissioner – District 1 
• County Commissioner – District 3 
• County Commissioner – District 5 
• School Board Member – District 3 
• School Board Member – District 5 

City Offices
• City Council Member – District 1 
• City Council Member – District 2 
• City Council Member – District 3 

Soil and Water Conservation
• Seat 2 (vacant from 2014 election) 
• Seat 3 
• Seat 4 (vacant from 2014 election) 
• Seat 5

Where to Vote
 It is extremely important that voters vote at the precinct in the area 
in which they reside. Voters must update their residential address with 
the elections office if they have moved.

1. FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - 302 N Jefferson St, 
Perry, FL
 
2. TAYLOR TECHNICAL INSTITUTE - 3233 Hwy 19 S, Perry, FL 

3. BLUE CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH EDUCATIONAL BDG - 21028 
Beach Rd, Perry, FL 

4. SALEM BAPTIST CHURCH - 10400 Fish Creek Rd, Salem FL 

5. STEINHATCHEE COMMUNITY CENTER - 1013 S Riverside Dr, 
Steinhatchee, FL 

6. SHADY GROVE COMMUNITY 
CENTER - 4225 Alton Wentworth 
Rd, Shady Grove, FL
 
7. JOHNSON STRIPLING RD 
VOTING HOUSE - 3160 Johnson 
Stripling Rd, Perry, FL 

8. PACE UNION BUILDING/
UNITED STEELWORKERS - 1878 S Old Dixie Hwy, Perry, FL 

9. FOREST CAPITAL ARMORY - 203 Forest Park Drive, Perry, FL 

10. LAKESIDE BAPTIST CHURCH EDUCATION BDG - 3111 
Lakeside Drive, Perry, FL 

11. KELLY GRADE VOTING HOUSE - 3239 Kelly Grade, Perry, FL 

12. PERRY SHRINE BUILDING - 1050 Courtney Rd, Perry, FL 

13. JERKINS BUILDING - 1201 Martin Luther King Ave, Perry, FL 

14. TAYLOR COUNTY SPORTS COMPLEX - 1685 U S Hwy 19 N, 
Perry, FL

Restoration of Your Civil Rights 
 Restoration of civil rights restores the right to vote, serve on a jury, and hold 
public office. Certain jobs may also require restoration of civil rights before 
applying. 
Restoration of Civil Rights does not include the right to own or possess a firearm. 

 For information about restoration of civil rights, as well as an application (both 
printable and online) please visit the Florida Parole Commission’s website:

Florida Parole Commission
The Office of Executive Clemency 
4070 Esplanade Way 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 
https://fpc.state.fl.us 
Phone: 850-488-2952 
Fax: 850-488-0695 
Toll Free: 1-800-435-8286 
Email: ClemencyWeb@fpc.state.fl.us
 
You may also receive assistance from: 
The American Civil Liberty Union 
813-286-3439 or 813-287-1698 
Florida Rights Restoration Coalition 
877-826-8682 
RestoreRights.org

Know Your Equipment
 Paper ballots are scanned using tabulating devices called optical scanners. 
It is very important to follow the steps below to ensure they are read 
correctly:
1. Completely fill in the oval next to your choice. Do NOT put ‘x’s or check-
marks in the box.
2. Make certain there are NO stray marks inside other ovals.
3. Use only the PEN provided at your polling place or a # 2 pencil. 
4. Read the ballot carefully and make sure you have not over-voted. If the 
race states “Vote for One” be sure that you have only filled in one oval in that 
race.
5. If a mistake is made, do NOT erase or use 
white-out. Instead, ask for a new ballot. 
6. Review both sides of the ballot. Once 
your ballot is deposited in the optical scan 
you cannot be given another ballot.

 After you have provided identification 
and signed in, you will need to notify a poll 
worker if you’d like to use the disability 
equipment instead of a paper ballot. Accu-Vote touch-screens are provided 
for visual and audio aid. The touch screen equipment allows for magnified 
text, a keypad, and the voter may comfortably listen to the ballot through a 
pair of headphones. The voter may be sitting or standing. 

How to Register
In order to vote, you must be:
• A citizen of the United States of America
• A resident of the State of Florida
• 18 years of age at the time of voting (you may pre-register at the age of 16)
• In possession of your civil rights
Voter Registration Applications can be found at the following locations: Supervisor 
of Elections Office, Senior Service Center, WIC, Driver’s License Office, HRS, 
Public Library, Hunting/Fishing License Locations or online at:
www.taylorelections.com

Follow these tips to make your voting day a success:
• If you have moved out of Florida and have now returned, you must re-register to 
vote
• If you have moved, you must update your residential and mailing address. It’s your 
responsibility to contact the Supervisor of Elections and request this change. 
• If you have missed two general election cycles and have not been in contact with 
your Supervisor of Elections, you risk being removed from the voter registration 
rolls.
• Regardless of age, signatures change 
over time. If you have not updated yours, 
consider doing so now. Signatures are 
important during an election cycle, 
especially if you sign a petition on behalf of 
a candidate or issue or decide to vote by an 
absentee mail ballot.
• Make sure your political party is up-to-
date before the Primary Election. This 
ensures you can support your candidate 
when it’s time to cast your ballot. The voter 
registration books close 29 days before each 
election. No change to a party affiliation is 
accepted after the books close.
• Have your picture and signature 
identification ready to present to the poll worker on Election Day. Forms of 
identification include: Florida Driver’s License; Florida ID card issued by the 
DHSMV; U.S. Passport; Debit or Credit Card; Military Identification; Student 
Identification; Retirement Center Identification; Neighborhood Association 
Identification; and Public Assistance Identification.

What Voting Method is Best for You
Three Ways to Vote in Taylor County:

1.     Absentee Mail Ballot:
• All registered voters in Taylor County may choose to vote by mail.
• Voters can find an absentee mail ballot request form on the Supervisor of Elections website (www.
taylorelections.com).
• Voters may request an absentee mail ballot by calling the Supervisor of Elections office at 850-838-3515.
• Deadline to request an absentee mail ballot to be mailed to a voter is the Wednesday prior to an election.
• Deadline for the elections office to mail an absentee mail ballot to a voter is the Friday prior to each 
election.
• Absentee mail ballots are rejected if they do not have a signature or if the signature on record in the 
election office does not match the signature on the absentee mail ballot voter’s certificate. 
• All absentee mail ballots must be returned to the Supervisor of Elections office no later than 7:00 pm on 
Election Day.
 
2.     Early Voting:
• Early voting begins 15 days prior to each election and ends on the Saturday before Election Day.
• Early voting is available the two Saturdays prior to each election.
• Early voting takes place in the Supervisor of Elections office on the 2nd floor of the County Courthouse.
 
3.     Election Day:
• Voters must vote in the precinct in which they reside. It is a felony to vote in a precinct in which you do 
not reside. 
• Polls open at 7:00 am and close at 7:00 pm. All voters in line at 7:00 pm will be permitted to vote.
• Voters may NOT drop off absentee mail ballots at voting precincts. Absentee 
mail ballots may only be dropped off at the Supervisor of Elections office and 
must be returned no later than 7:00 pm in order for them to be canvassed.

Vote in Honor of a Veteran
 The Taylor County Supervisor of Elections Office is pleased to offer the 
Vote in Honor of a Veteran program to our voters as a way to honor those 
who most deserve it. Veterans and family members of veterans who wish to 
participate may complete and submit a short biography on a Vote in Honor 
of a Veteran biography form.

Becoming a Candidate
What is a Candidate?
A candidate is defined in 97.021(3), Florida Statutes, as any person to whom any one or more of the following applies: 
• Any person who seeks to qualify for nomination or election by means of a petitioning process; 
• Any person who seeks to qualify for election as a write-in candidate; 
• Any person who receives contributions or makes expenditures or gives their consent for any other person to receive 
contributions or make expenditures with a view to bringing about their nomination or election to, or retention in, public 
office; 
• Any person who appoints a treasurer and designates a primary depository; or 
• Any person who files qualification papers and subscribes to a candidate’s oath as required by law. 
However, this definition does not include any candidate for a political party executive committee. Note... 
• County Commission candidates for districts 1-5 must reside in the district for which they are qualifying at the time of 
being elected to office; 
• School board candidates must reside in the district for which they are qualifying at the time of qualifying; 
• If required, one’s current position or office must be resigned under the “resign to run” law (99.012(3), Florida Statutes). 

When do I announce my candidacy and how do I get started?
• Candidacy may be announced at any time; 
• Must file Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (Form DS-DE 9) with the 
Supervisor of Elections office BEFORE you collect any money toward your candidacy, spend any money in furtherance of 
your candidacy, collect signatures to qualify by the petition process, or open a bank account. (106.021, Florida Statutes); 
• Must file a Statement of Candidate (Form DS-DE 84) within ten (10) days of filing the Appointment of Campaign 
Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (106.023, Florida Statutes); 
• A judicial candidate must file a Statement of Candidate for Judicial Office (Form DS-DE 83) within ten (10) days of filing 
the Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository (106.023, Florida Statutes).

Is it possible to run for a different office after I have already announced my candidacy?
Yes, under 106.021 (1) (a), Florida Statutes, you may change your mind and run for a different office after becoming a 
candidate, providing that you do the following:
• File a new Appointment of Campaign Treasurer and Designation of Campaign Depository 
(DS-DE 9), designating the new office; 
• Within 15 days of the new appointment, notify, in writing, all contributors and offer to 
return their contributions in full or pro rata. The Request for Return of Contributions (Form 
DS-DE 86) may be used for such purpose; 
• If, after 30 days from this notice, the contributor has not requested his contribution to be 
returned, you may use the funds in the campaign for your newly designated office. 

Come In and See Us
If you are interested in becoming a candidate, please stop by your Supervisor of Elections, we 
will be glad to answer any questions you might have.
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